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to all of them the manner of confessing, and the
bonds of christian marriage; I told them of the
blessedness of the faithful, and of the favor that
God had done them by placing them among the
number of his adopted children. I told them that
he looked with horror upon their relatives and coun-
trymen who were so many slaves of the Devil, and
would burn with him forever in Hell, unless they
became converted; and that, moreover, their good
or evil example was of great weight in promoting or
preventing the conversion of their relatives. Asa
good many old men and other married people still
persist in their infidelity, I have devoted myself, as
well as I have been able, to instructing the children
and Neophytes until their departure for winter quar-
ters. Among the great number of children who have
at 2nded, some already know their catechism very
well; most of the older girls confess themselves very
well, and some have made general confessions to me
of their whole lives, with astonishing accuracy. In
the midst of a corrupt nation which indulges in licen-
tiousness of every kind, I find a young widow whose
parents, as is their wont, made her marry without
taking the trouble of ascertaining whether she
wished to be married or not. She had not the
courage to manifest to her parents the aversion that
she felt for it; but she had enough to remain a long
time with her husband without altering her first
resolution. As he loved her dearly, he would not
take another wife; and, when at the point of death,
he told his wife's parents that he gave her back to
them as they had given her to him. He begged his
brother, who was unmarried, to marry her —assuring
him that he had lived with her as with a sister; but



